The Admiral was killed, and many good men
perished with him; and then the Pope thought to Sidney
that he had fairly established his supremacy in
France. What was the result? Instantly war burst
forth in various quarters of France, and even
reached the dominions of the Pope himself. I
fear the consequences will be still more awful;
nor can I have much hope from the peace which
is now proposed.

Again, the Pope contrived that Anjou should
be preferred to the Austrian in the Polish elec-
tion, because he thought he would be more
rigid than the other in maintaining the religion
of Rome; for he was afraid the Emperor would
recommend to his son milder measures. Anjou
obtained the crown; that is, from a state of great
happiness he was plunged into no small troubles.
But the Pope has lost a support of his power in
France, such as he will hardly find again. So you
see that the wicked devices of the court of Rome
find a very different result from that which they
hoped. Yet he does not cease stirring.up troubles
in all directions. What will be the end ? I will tell
you what I think, though I hope I may be a false
prophet. These civil wars which are wearing
out the strength of the princes of Christendom
are opening a way for the Turk to get posses-
sion of Italy; and if Italy alone were in danger,
it would be less a subjedl for sorrow, since it is
the forge in which the causes of all these ills are
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